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public works, such as a copious water supply, hospitals
for the sick, the old, and the indigent, fire-engines,
cemeteries, colleges of mathematicians, musicians and
actors, chemists, physicians, artists, and philosophers,
'that all arts and sciences may sooner be perfected and
better learned,5 free public schools for all where grammar
and languages are taught not by the ordinary tedious
precept, 'but by use, example, and conversation as
travellers learn abroad'; public trustees, and a public
supply of legal aid. But Burton was no egalitarian; his
state was to be monarchical, and hereditary honours
were to be permitted on condition that they could
be freely acquired by men of merit, for he was fully
convinced of the justice and expediency of the carriere
ouverte aux talents. In the current phrase, he was for
equality of opportunity.

eOnce more, though thou be a barbarian, born at Ton-
tonteac, a villain, a slave, a Saldanian negro, a seignior of
Italy, I care not how descended, of what family, of what
order, baron, count, prince, if thou be well qualified and
he not, but a degenerate Neoptolemus, I must tell thee in
a word, thou art a man, and he is a beast.3

And it scarcely becomes us of the present day to
declare his idealism unpractical because he made no
provision in his State for an army. His reasons for
excluding soldiers (though he considered the condition
of the world such that the ports and frontier towns, but
no others, had better be fortified) have, alas! a curiously
modern ring; it is likely to take society a good many
centuries more to learn old Burton's lesson on the misery
of war.

'Whilst the statesmen themselves in the meantime are
secure at home pampered with all delights and pleasures,
take their ease, and follow their lusts, not considering what